APPENDIX 



'ttorney's Docket No.: 10004274-1 



Marked-up versions of the claimed amended by the Response filed May 5, 2003, are 
presented below. 



In the claims: 



s 




(Amended) A method of generating a payment indicium, comprising: 
generating a corroborative digital token from payment information; and 
modulating a base image with a graphical en^fding of the corroborative digital token 
to produce a payment indicium by 

dividing the base image into rerfltiple image areas, 

segmenting image areas to/be encoded into multiple groups based on pixel 

values in the im^ge areas to be encoded, and 
encoding the segmented image areas with sets of two-dimensional code 

patterns te/graphically encode the corroborative digital token in the 
paymefi^ indicium, wherein each set of code patterns encodesa 



respective corresponding group of image areas . 



se 



(Amended) The method o 
ented into multiple halftone groups 



claim 1 , wherein the image areas to be encoded are 
jased on gray level values in the images to be 



encoded, and the segmented image areas 



are encoded with respective corresponding sets of 




two-dimensional, coded halftone patterns [base image is modulated based upon a half-tone 
encoding process]. 

8. (Amended) A system forj generating a payment indicium, comprising an 
encoder configured to: 

generate a corroborative digital jfcoken from payment information; and 
modulate a base image with a graphical encoding of the corroborative digital token to 



produce a payment indicium by 

dividing the base image 



segmenting image areas 



into multiple image areas. 



to be encoded into multiple groups based on pixel 



values in the image areas to be encoded, and 
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encoding the seCTientecHnfage areas with sets of two-dimensional code 

patterns to gp^phically encode the corroborative digital token in the 
V pavmsrrfmdicium, wherein each set of code patterns encodes a 

respective corresponding group of image areas . 





10. (Amended) A method of generating a foment indicium with a printer of a 
articular type , comprising: 

identifying the type of the printer; 

selecting a printing resolution bas€d on the identified type of the printer; and 
printing a payment indiciur^containing embedded payment information on a printing 
surface with the printer set to./tfieselected printing resolution 

[rendering a payrja^nt indicium containing embedded payment information on a 
printing surface witiva printing characteristic that degrades with photographic reproductions 
such that the embedded payment information is extractable from an original rendering of the 
payment iruHcium but is un-extractable from a photographic reproduction of an original 
rendering of the payment indicium]^ ^ 



Please cancel claim 1 1 without prejudice. 




2. (Amended) The method of cl^im 10, wherein the [payment indicium is 
rerkidr ed as a bit map image with a] selected printing resolution is [of] 1 00 dots per inch, or 
greater if the identified printer type^an ink-jet printer . 



13. (Amende^The method of claim 10, wherein the [payment indicium is 
rendered as a bit map^image with a] selected printing resolution is [of] 125 dots per inch, or 
greater if the idgmified printer type is a laser printer. 



lVwithc 



Please cancel claim 14 without prejudice. 

JL 




T3. (Amended) A method of ifenerating a payment indicium, comprising; 
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encoding payment information into a corroborative digital token with at least one 
encoding level that varis^depending on a payment value specified in the payment 
information fbaseifat least in part upon one or more variable encoding parameters]; and 



to 

ldering a payment indicium containing the encoded payment inform ation: 



Jl9. (Amendedl^he method of claim 16, wherein an encoding robustness level 
parameter varies witti^ayment value. 




\^ / 21. (New) The system of claim 8, Wherein image areas to be encoded are 
ented into multiple halftone groups baserci on gray level values in the images to be 
encoded, and the segmented image areas arp encoded with respective corresponding sets of 
two-dimensional, coded halftone patterns., 




22. (New) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
generating a corroborative digital token from payment information; 
dividing a base image into multiple image areas; 

segmenting image areas to/be encoded into multiple groups based on pixel values in 
the image areas to be encoded; and 

encoding the segmented image areas with sets of two-dimensional code patterns to 
graphically encode the corroborative digital token in the payment indicium, wherein each set 
of code patterns encodes a respective corresponding group of image areas. 



23. (New) The method of claim 22, wherein image areas to be encoded are 
segmented into multiple halftone groups based on gray level values in the images to be 
encoded, and the segmented image areas are encoded with respective corresponding sets of 
two-dimensional, coded halftone patterns. 



24. (New) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 
dividing a^base image into multiple image areas; 

segmenting image areas to be encoded into multiple groups based on pixel values in 
the image areas'to be encoded; and 
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encoding the segmented image aj#£s with sets of two-dimensional code patterns to 
graphically encode the corroboratj^digital token in the payment indicium, wherein each set 
of code patterns encodes a respective corresponding group of image areas. 

25. ^(New) The method of claim 24, wherein image areas to be encoded are 
segmentedinto multiple halftone groups based on gray level values in the images to be 
V enc0ded, and the segmented image areas are encoded with respective corresponding sets of 
o-dimensional, coded halftone patterns. 



